
Dinner Church 

#crosslanesumc Outline 1 

 

Preparation  

• Everyone is welcomed by the host 
o Some may be invited early to help with the cooking 

• At the appointed time, everyone is given a job 
o Set the table, prepare drinks, bring food to table, etc.  

• All start in a common space, you may choose to sing to focus attention 
o Song leader can teach simple tunes like Spirit of the Living God  
o As people sing they are led by the host to a the table 

The Meal: 

• Bless:  As everyone prepares their plates and the food is passed and plated, each person 
around the table says, “Thanks be to God”.  

• Share: When all have something to eat, share in conversation about your life in light of 
God’s grace. At least one person should come prepared to share first and come with a 
scripture passage to read to the group. This may be coordinated by the host. One person can 
begin, and others can join as they are comfortable. The point of the conversation is to 
identify where God is at work in your life and in the world, and to share that experience in 
light of scripture. Do you have a favorite passage? Has it been helpful in this peculiar 
season?  

Singing:  

• Praise: I know not every family is full of singers. This might be a good time to get to the 
basics, singing Jesus Loves Me or the chorus of Amazing Grace.  

• Song Leaders: if you or someone you know is a strong singer, you may want to sing at 
certain parts of the meal—giving thanks, for instance, between dinner and dessert.  

Clean-up and Benediction 

• Clean-up: As the meal ends, every one gets a job. Some may be asked to collect dishes, some 
may be asked to sweep the floor or collect leftovers. The point is, the work belongs to the 
community.  

• Pray: You can pray extemporaneously or repeat a familiar prayer like the Lord’s Prayer. If 
you have children make sure to let them participate by saying simple sentences and asking 
them to repeat.  

o Try: Dear God, thank you for this day. Thank for these people. Thank you for this food. Amen. 
 

 


