
Dinner Church 

#crosslanesumc Outline 2 

Preparation:  

• Everyone is welcomed by the host 

• All have brought something from their own homes to share during the meal 

• All start in a common space, you may choose to sing to focus attention 
o Song leader can teach simple tunes like Spirit of the Living God  
o As people sing they are led by the host to a the table 

 

The Meal: 

• Using a pre-recorded message from a minister, hear the scripture or beginning of the 
message; for ideas about where to find pre-recorded messages: 

o Cross Lanes UMC’s Sunday Services, YouTube 
o The Work of the People: visual liturgies, prayers, and theological discussions 
o Amplify: the Online catalogue of Cokesbury studies use this tool by visiting 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify and set up an account using our 
congregational access code: TBKMGH 

• Pause to plate food, and give thanks for the meal  

• Return to the message or use a combination of messages,  

• When the message is complete, pause for anyone who wants to respond to the message (for 
instance, if you watch CLUMC’s Sunday Service, you could watch the sermon and then 
pause as people respond to the sermon with their own stories or thoughts about the sermon) 

Singing: 

Please note, singing is not yet recommended by the CDC with anyone outside your quarantine pod, alternatives include 
humming, or listening to instrumental music  

• Praise: I know not every family is full of singers. This might be a good time to get to the 
basics, singing Jesus Loves Me or the chorus of Amazing Grace.  

• Song Leaders: if you or someone you know is a strong singer, you may want to sing at 
certain parts of the meal—giving thanks, for instance, between dinner and dessert. \ 

• Congregational Singing: for those watching pre-recorded service, music leadership may be 
provided 

Clean-up and Benediction 

• Clean-up: As the meal ends, every one gets a job. Some may be asked to collect dishes, some 
may be asked to sweep the floor or collect leftovers. The point is, the work belongs to the 
community.  

• Pray: You can pray extemporaneously or repeat a familiar prayer like the Lord’s Prayer. If 
you have children make sure to let them participate by saying simple sentences and asking 
them to repeat. You may also be able to participate in a closing prayer in pre-recorded form. 

o Try: Dear God, thank you for this day. Thank for these people. Thank you for this food. Amen. 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify

