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Advent 3 

"I Believe in God: Ode to Joy” 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Prelude        Mary Did You Know      
   Offered by The Early Worship Band 

 
Crossing the Threshold 
Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of the depths of joy. Even in 
the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle– even when we are not sure of your presence, 
ignite the flame of joy within us, that we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Candle 3, Joy 
 
 

Opening Hymn   O Come All Ye Faithful 
         Led by CLUMC Chancel Choir 

 
WE PROCLAIM 

Children’s Sermon  
Dear God, be with us when we are happy; sad; and everything in between. Amen.  

 
 

HYMN                Mary Did You Know  
                                     Offered by Helena Lee 
 

 
Gospel Reading                                       Luke 1: 1-4; 26-56 
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled 
among us, 2just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses 
and servants of the word, 3I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, 
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may know the truth 
concerning the things about which you have been instructed. 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to 
her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the 
angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
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conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  

46 And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’  

56 And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home.  

 
Sermon              The Promise of Joy       Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

 
 

Litany of Belief 
 

Leader: I believe that we have sometimes been silent in the face of injustice AND 
People: I believe that we are capable of raising our voices and insisting on goodness for all. 

 
I believe that we have been afraid of feeling deeply, making our joy small AND 

I believe that the deep joy of community can always be present,  
even in hard times. 
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I believe that sometimes we wonder if we can make a difference AND 
I believe that small acts of kindness and help do make a real difference.  

 
We believe, even when we are discouraged. 

We believe, that when we are discouraged, 
raising our voices for justice will offer us joy! 

 
Prayers in the Stillness 

 
 

Offering Announcement 
Cross Lanes United Methodist Church is an active faith community, committed to services that share God’s vision for 
hope, love, joy and peace. If you feel called to give a financial gift and be a part of the life giving ministries at 
CLUMC, go to crosslanesumc.org and find the “giving” tab where you can see instructions for giving with by mail, 
echeck, debit/credit cards and text-to-give. 
 
If you are looking specifically for ways to be engaged in our Advent discipleship opportunities please go to 
crosslanesumc.org, go to the worship tab and look for Advent 2020 in the drop down menu.  
 

 
WE GO FORTH 

 
Benediction 

 
Pastor: Think on our third candle today, the joy that is being birthed even now… 

 
We wait for justice 

but we do not wait to work for change; 
 

We wait for restored health 
but we do not wait to work to heal; 

 
We wait for wholeness 

but we do not wait to work at binding brokenness; 
 

We wait for peace 
but we do not wait to work to eliminate hatred. 

 
And so, my friends, like bells ringing out the news that God is ever-present with us, 

fill the night left by sadness with messages of joy. 
Go into your lives humming the tunes that keep that joy alive in you 

and that spur you on in your work of justice and reconciliation. 
Raise your voices and repeat after me… “do not be afraid!” 

“do not be afraid!” Amen! 
 

Handbell Benediction 
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