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WE GATHER 
ADVENT 1 

 
Prelude                                 Comfort and Joy    

offered by The Early Worship Band 
 
 
Welcome: Crossing the Threshold 
 
Let us pray: 
Pastor:  Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of untiring hope. Even in the 
midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle–even when our view is obscured by clouds of doubt, ignite 
the flame of hope within us, 
People: … that we might glow with its brilliance  from the inside out. 
Pastor: Help us face this bleak night of the soul and embrace it as a womb of rebirth. Amen. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
The Witness of Music                              I Believe, Even When 

By Mark A. Miller, offered by The Chancel Choir 
 
Gospel Reading                                             Mark 1: 1-15  
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  
    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight,’” 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now 
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
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honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 
 
12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.”  

Sermon                     Hope  Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 
 

WE RESPOND 
Litany of Belief 
In times when humanity disappoints, perhaps when even our own thoughts and behaviors 
disappoint, it is an important act to call out, name and claim, the consequences of our wrongs. And 
in times of distress it is a prophetic act to call out,  name and claim, our belief in the hope for 
tomorrow. 
Leader: I believe that we have looked the other way too many times AND 
People: I believe that we are capable of facing reality and working for change. 
 
I believe that our fear of difference has robbed us of compassion AND 
I believe that we can look deeper and hold onto the things that we have in common. 
 
I believe that our fear of doubt makes us stop asking tough questions AND 
I believe that asking tough questions in the face of injustice is faithful.  
 
We believe, even when we are discouraged. 
We believe, that when we are discouraged, 
raising our voices for justice, mercy, and grace will offer us hope! 
 
Prayers in the Stillness                                          Stillness 
 
Offering Announcement  
Cross Lanes United Methodist Church is an active faith community, committed to services that offer tangible, bodily 
hope. If you feel called to give a financial gift and be a part of the life giving minsitries at CLUMC, go to 
crosslanesumc.org and find the “giving” tab where you can see instructions for giving with by mail, echeck, debit/credit 
cards and text-to-give. 
 

WE GO FORTH 
Benediction 
 
Handbell Benediction 
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