
November 8, 2020 
The Kingdom of God, Week 1: Timing 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
God of captives and pilgrims, your people long ago were brought home from despair and were 
given a land of freedom and plenty. Look on your people now with mercy. Deliver us from the sins 
of greed and fear and bring us home to justice, sharing, and compassion, for this is the home your 
promised all the world in Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
PRELUDE                  Come Thou Fount              
                                                        offered by Deanna Taylor 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
Dear God, help us plan, prepare, and perform for little tasks every day . Amen.  
 
ANTHEM                                                      Is That You         

                                                          Offered by The Early Worship Band                                  

SERMON LESSON                                   Matthew 25:1-13 
25:1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. 
25:2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
25:3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 
25:4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
25:5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
25:6 But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 
25:7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
25:8 The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 
25:9 But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the 
dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 
25:10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
25:11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' 
25:12 But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' 
25:13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

SERMON                  It’s All In The Timing                Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

SERMON NOTES 
Discipleship prepares us for God’s unexpected timing.  

Have you ever been met with an unexpected event? What happened? Were you were ready? 

There are many discipleship practices that a Christian can engage to prepare their hearts for 
God’s timing and for the world’s needs, in the Wesleyan tradition we call them “means of 
grace”, including: 

 Works of Piety 

• Individual Practices: reading, meditating and studying the scriptures, prayer, fasting, regularly 
attending worship, healthy living, and sharing our faith with others 



• Communal Practices – regularly share in the sacraments, Christian conferencing 
(accountability to one another), and Bible study 

Works of Mercy 

• Individual Practices - doing good works, visiting the sick, visiting those in prison, feeding the 
hungry, and giving generously to the needs of others 

• Communal Practices – seeking justice, ending oppression and discrimination (for instance 
Wesley challenged Methodists to end slavery), and addressing the needs of the poor 

Are there any means of grace you want to know more about? Contact CLUMC leadership at 
crosslanesumc@gmail.com.  

Which of these practices are you already engaging? How is it going? 

Which of these practices might you try this week?  

Try writing out a plan that will help you start a new habit of heart this week. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  

 

FROM THE SERMON 

Want to learn more about Living Hope High School? Visit their website 
http://www.livinghopehighschool.org/ 

  

Want to learn more about the active faith of Cross Lanes United Methodist Church? Visit our 
faith in action tab at https://crosslanesumc.org/serving-god-and-neighbor/ 

 
RESPONSE 
Visit crosslanesumc.org to find ways to respond to the word of God with your service, your witness and your financial 
gifts. To contact church leadership about upcoming opportunities to put your faith in action email 
crosslanesumc@gmail.com 
 
SENDING SONG                               Spirit of the Living God                              
                       Led by The Early Worship Band 
                                                                                                                                                      
BENEDICTION 
Brothers and Sisters we’ve heard the good news of the gospel: God is always ready. Now go forth to 
ready yourself in the name of God, the Father; God, the Son; and God, the Holy Spirit. 
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