
November 15, 2020 
The Kingdom of God, Week 2: Faithful Risk 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
O God, as you anointed leaders and called prophets of old, lead us now to anoint our 
representatives and authentic leaders. These people who love your people, and can walk with them, 
who feel their pain, and share their joys, who dream their dreams and  strive to accompany them to 
their common goal. O God with your fire, in your Spirit, embolden and commission us to transform 
Cross Lanes United Methodist Church and the community where it resides to bring glory to your 
name. In the name of God, the Father; God, the Son; and God the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
PRELUDE                  Celestial Navigation              
                                                         offered by Mark Martin 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
Use your gifts. Don’t hide them.  
 
Let’s pray together: 
Dear God, thank you for our gifts. Help us use them. Amen.  
 
ANTHEM                                                      Come To Jesus          

                                                          Offered by The Early Worship Band     

SERMON LESSON                                   Matthew 25:14-30 
25:14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; 
25:15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away. 
25:16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made 
five more talents. 
25:17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 
25:18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master's money. 
25:19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 
25:20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 
25:21 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 
25:22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me 
two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' 
25:23 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 
25:24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that 
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 
25:25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 
25:26 But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did 
not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 
25:27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 
25:28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 
25:29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 
25:30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.'" 



SERMON                   Risky Discipleship                    Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

SERMON NOTES 
Discipleship is about engaging in the work of God.  

At baptism members vow to engage in the work of God by  

• Renounce wickedness and reject evil 

• Resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves 

• Proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 

• Serve God, the Father; God, the Son; and God the Holy Spirit.  

• To participate in church with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness 

How are you fostering your discipleship? Name two small ways you can engage your baptismal 
vows this week that can help create new habits of heart for you.  

Try writing out a plan that will help you plan and prepare for your work this week. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
RESPONSE 
Visit crosslanesumc.org to find ways to respond to the word of God with your service, your witness and your financial 
gifts. To contact church leadership about upcoming opportunities to put your faith in action email 
crosslanesumc@gmail.com 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
MEMBERSHIP VOWS 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy 
Church. We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water 
and the Spirit. All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 

I present Meghan Capps and Jerry Rhodes for a transfer of membership.  
I present Chuck Dransfield who will take up associate membership.  
I present Pete Cowger for baptism, and Martha and Pete Cowger for professing membership.  

1 A deacon or pastor addresses the congregation: 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism 
we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. 
We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation 
and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 
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4 Since the earliest times, the vows of Christian baptism have consisted first of the renunciation of all that is evil and 
then the profession of faith and loyalty to Christ. Parents or other sponsors reaffirm these vows for themselves while 
taking the responsibilities of sponsorship. Candidates for confirmation profess for themselves the solemn vows that were 
made at their baptism. 
 
The pastor addresses parents or other sponsors and those candidates who can answer for themselves: 
On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent 
of your sin? 
I do. 
 
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves? 
I do. 
 
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve 
him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, 
and races? 
I do. 
 
6 The pastor addresses candidates who can answer for themselves: 
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ's holy Church and 
serve as Christ's representatives in the world? 
I will. 
 
8 The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 
Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, 
reaffirm both your rejection of sin 
and your commitment to Christ? 

We do. 
 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life 
and include these persons now before you in your care? 

With God's help we will proclaim the good news 
and live according to the example of Christ. 
We will surround these persons 
with a community of love and forgiveness, 
that they may grow in their trust of God, 
and be found faithful in their service to others. 
We will pray for them, 
that they may be true disciples 
who walk in the way that leads to life. 
 
9 The Apostles' Creed in threefold question-and-answer form appeared at least as early as the third century as a 
statement of faith used in baptisms and has been widely used in baptisms ever since. The candidate(s), sponsor(s), and 
local congregation join with the universal Church across the ages in this historic affirmation of the Christian faith.  
A deacon or pastor addresses all, and the congregation joins the candidates and their parents and sponsors in 
responding: 
 
Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. 



Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
[who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.] 

 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
[the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.] 
 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
10 A deacon or lay leader may pour water for baptism and reaffirmation into the font at this time in such a way that 
the congregation can see and hear the water.  
This prayer is led by the pastor and joined by the people. It recalls scriptural images and meanings of Holy Baptism 
and is comparable to the Great Thanksgiving at Holy Communion. All may stand.  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
The pastor may raise hands in the ancient Christian posture of prayer, and invite the congregation to do likewise. 
Eternal Father: 
When nothing existed but chaos, 
you swept across the dark waters 
and brought forth light. 
In the days of Noah 
you saved those on the ark through water. 
After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. 
When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, 
you led them to freedom through the sea. 
Their children you brought through the Jordan 
to the land which you promised. 
 

**Sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
Tell of God’s mercy each day. 
 



In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, 
nurtured in the water of a womb. 
He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. 
He called his disciples 
to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection 
and to make disciples of all nations. 

**Declare Christ’s works to the nations,  
his glory among all the people. 
 
The pastor may place hands in or over the water, stir the water, or lift the water. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
to bless this gift of water and those who receive it, 
to wash away their sin 
and clothe them in righteousness 
throughout their lives, 
that, dying and being raised with Christ, 
they may share in his final victory. 

**All praise to you, Eternal Father, 
through your Son Jesus Christ, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns for ever. Amen. 

 

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

11 In all services of the baptismal covenant, water should be used generously as a living sign of 

the abundance of God’s grace, cleansing, and life-giving power. 

Each candidate is baptized and receives the laying on of hands individually. The pastor uses the 

first (Christian) name(s), but not the family name: 

 

Pete I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Holy Spirit work within you, 

that being born through water and the Spirit, 

you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Now it is our joy to welcome 

our new sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God's new 

creation and made to share in Christ's royal priesthood. We are all one in 

Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you as members of the 

family of Christ. 
 
12 Acts of confirmation or reaffirmation of faith are not acts of rebaptism. >Here water may be used by the 
candidates as the pastor says: 
Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen. 
 

14 If there are persons coming into baptized or professing membership in The United Methodist 

Church from other denominations who have not yet been presented, they may be presented at 

this time. 

 



The pastor addresses all those transferring their baptized or professing membership into The 

United Methodist Church, together with those who, through baptism or confirmation, have just 

professed their own faith: 

 

As members of Christ's universal Church, 

will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church, 

and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 

I will. 
 
RECEPTION INTO THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 
15 If there are persons joining this congregation as baptized or professing members from other United Methodist 
congregations who have not yet been presented, they may be presented at this time. 
The pastor addresses all those transferring baptized or professing membership into the congregation, together with those 
who, through baptism or confirmation, have just professed their own faith: 
 
As members of this congregation, 
will you faithfully participate in its ministries 
by your prayers, your presence, 
your gifts, your service 
and your witness? 
I will. 
 
COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 
16 The pastor addresses the congregation: 
Members of the household of God, 
I commend these persons to your love and care. 
Do all in your power to increase their faith, 
confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
 
The congregation responds: 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in 
Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this 
congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. 
 
The pastor addresses those baptized, confirmed, or received, using an appropriate gesture of blessing: 
The God of all grace, 
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, 
establish you and strengthen you 
that you may live in grace and peace. 

SENDING SONG                               Spirit of the Living God                              
                       Led by The Early Worship Band 
                                                                                                                                                      
BENEDICTION 
Brothers and Sisters we’ve heard the good news of the gospel: God expects risk. Now go forth to 
risk faithfully for the kingdom of heaven in the name of God, the Father; God, the Son; and God, 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

 


