
October 4, 2020 
St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day  

 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love 
Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith 
Where there is despair, hope 
Where there is darkness, light 
And where there is sadness, joy 
O Divine Master, grant that I may 
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console 
To be understood, as to understand 
To be loved, as to love 
For it is in giving that we receive 
And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned 
And it's in dying that we are born to Eternal Life 
Amen 
 
PRELUDE                      The Gardner             
                                         written and performed by Jim Snyder 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
 
ANTHEM                                                     This Is My Father’s World            

                   Offered by Cross Lanes United Methodist Church Handbell Choir 
                                   

SERMON LESSON                                  Matthew 6:25-34 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,[j] or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life?[k] 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 
31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God[l] and his[m] righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. 

34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today. 

SERMON                 St. Francis and Us                    Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23308j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23310k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23316l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23316m


 
SERMON NOTES 

• October 4 is St. _________________’s _____________________ Day.  

• Many stories about St. Francis are collected in a book called “ The Little _______________ 

of St. Francis”.  

• In the book there are stories of him negotiating with a _________________ and preaching 

to ___________________.  

• He loved ___________________, but to hold him up simply as an environmentalist is to 

diminish is real legacy.  

• He loved creation because he love ________________.  

 
To be disciples after St. Francis’s own heart is to seek with all humility and all curiosity, and 
all reason God first. We seek justice and advocate for the oppressed because God is where 
justice is served. We seek to be humble and serve others before ourselves because God is 
wherever the first has become last. We seek to clothe the naked and to feed the hungry so 
that they too can make their primary pursuit, not survival, but worship as it is in heaven. We 
seek to care for creation because God’s grace is revealed in its fabric. 
 
What can you do today to seek God? Is there a call for justice you’ve been thinking about 
joining? Is there a community service project you’d like to start? How are you connecting to 
nature? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
RESPONSE 
 
SENDING SONG                               Is That You                               
                  Offered by The Early Worship Band                                                                                                                                                  
BENEDICTION 
Go forth to care for on another, to care for yourselves, to care for all of creation. Amen. 
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