
September 6, 2020 
First Sunday in the Season of Creation: Forest Sunday 

 
GREETING AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O God, have mercy. We are sorry for the ways we have you. We are sorry for the ways we 
have hurt one another. We are sorry for the ways we have hurt ourselves. We are sorry for the 
ways we have hurt the place we live.  
 
Christ have mercy.  Teach us to love as you have loved. Teach us rejoice in all you have 
created.  
 
Have mercy on us, Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
PRELUDE                  Give Me Faith             
                                        Offered by The Early Worship Band                                                                 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
Do you like to be outside?  
 
I do too.  
 
I know you may not know the names of all the trees in your backyard or near your house, but I do 
want you to explore. 
 
This week I want you to go outside. I want you to see how many different types of leaves you can 
find. And one fun thing you can do with them when you bring them in is “rub them” like this: 
 
And then you have something that will help you give thanks for the trees. 
 
Now, let’s pray.  
Dear God, thank you for the trees and the air and shade they give us. Amen.   
 
ANTHEM                                                     This Is My Father’s World             
                            Offered by Justin Valleau and Deanna Taylor 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                   

SERMON LESSON                                  Acts 17:22-28 
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 

 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one 

ancestor[i] he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27537i


existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for 

God[j] and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us.  

28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have 

said,‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

 
SERMON RESOURCES 
Skinner, M. (2011). Commentary on Acts 17:22-31. On Working Preacher: 
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=886 (May 11, 2011). Found on 
September 3, 2020.  
 

SERMON                     Surrender in the Forest           Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

 
SERMON NOTES 

• In this scripture Paul is in __________________ after tensions got high in the village of  

Beroea. 

• They have built an enormous society which reveals how the Athens perceive their purpose—

______________________ ______________________-. 

• To the Athenians Paul preaches a sermon about 

o God who is the________________ of all things. 

o  The _______________-_______________to all creatures, and  

o the ________________________over all nations. 

• The Athenians wanted to be in charge of their own ____________________.  
 

• _______________________ can play a role in our surrender in this season.  

The Civilian Conservation Corps partnered people in crisis with the surrounding forest to 
give them a purpose and a sanctuary. What are some ways we can return to nature in this 
season to get back to community and to God? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27538j
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=886


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Christ hears our confession and assures us of the forgiveness of sin. And now invites us to 
make this place our home anew.  

As we close our time together will hear another offering of music.  

During the closing hymn,if you feel compelled to respond the word of God by  

If you want to respond to the word of God by giving a financial gift there are several ways 
to fulfill that desire. 

1. You can give with text-to-give by texting 844-945-2957 with the amount you want 
to give and then registering with the link sent to your phone.  

2. You can also download the giveplus app on our phone or tablet to give with 
credit/debit cards or e-check. 

Visit our website crosslanesumc.org to utilize all the tools for giving.  

SENDING SONG                            Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                              UMH #139  
                                                                                                                                                      
BENEDICTION 
Go forth to care for on another, to care for yourselves, to care for all of creation. Amen. 
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