
September 20, 2020 
Second Sunday in the Season of Creation: Wilderness Sunday 

 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
O God, help us hear the groans of creation, and may our word and deed reveal us to be children of 
God.  Amen.  
 
PRELUDE                  Amazing Grace             
                                                        Offered by Charlie Justice 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
This week, like the last couple when we’ve talked a lot about nature and the importance of playing 
outside. When you go outside listen to the sounds. Have a grown up close by help you write down 
all the sounds you hear.  
 
See if the sounds are different in the morning, afternoon, and evening. People who love God pay 
attention to the sounds nature makes. Because when we pay attention we can hear more than noise. 
We can hear what nature needs and what it can do.  
 
Now there may be some of you who can’t hear the sounds that nature makes. If that’s you, I’d like 
you to tell me how it is you enjoy nature. Tell me how you pay attention to the outside. I’m sure I 
have a lot of things to learn about paying attention. 
 
Now before you head outside, let’s pray together: 
Dear God, help us pay attention to nature and to care for it. Amen 
 
ANTHEM                                                     This Is My Father’s World             
                                                        Offered by Mark Martin                             

SERMON LESSON                                  Romans 8:18-27 
As I get started today, I want to thank Mark Martin and all of our musicians and worship assistants 
today. Worship is not the work of one person for performance, it’s the work of the people in praise 
and thanksgiving to God. Today our scripture… 

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 
to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labour pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For 
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. 
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SERMON                         Wilderness                          Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

SERMON NOTES 

• Week three in the Season of Creation celebrates the _______________________.  

• In Australia this week celebrates the  _______________________. 

• In summary: Paul believed God ______________and humanity __________________. 

• We do not ignore _______________________; we endure it with 

_____________________.  

• Every righteous act, every merciful deed, every moment of kindness and forgiveness we 

show one another and the created order witnesses to the world that we “hope for, 

_____________   ___________ ____________  ____________ ___________.” 

 
We are talking about going to the wilderness as a place of discernment for the world’s need. 
We wait for God’s glory with an active hope by naming suffering and casting a vision with 
our words and actions of the world as we believe it will be in final glory.  
 
What are some active ways you can show you can reveal the world you hope for but do not 
yet see?  
 
Where can you go to be still with God? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
SENDING SONG                               Before You Call Me Home                               
                  Offered by The Early Worship Band 
                                                                                                                                                      
BENEDICTION 
Go forth to care for on another, to care for yourselves, to care for all of creation. Amen. 
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