
September 13, 2020 
Second Sunday in the Season of Creation: Land Sunday 

 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
O God, your presence saturates the earth. The world you created and love sings your name. Help us 
to join in the song with praise, thanksgiving, and compassion. Amen.  
 
PRELUDE                  93 Million Miles             
                                        Offered by The Early Worship Band                                                                 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
The scripture lesson for today comes from the book of Psalms. Psalms are in the Old Testament. 
They are a collection of songs to God. Some of them are happy songs. Some of them sad songs. 
Some of them are songs about right and wrong. 
 
Psalm 139 is a psalm of thanksgiving. The writer thanks God for creating people and being with 
them always.  
 
It says: Is there anyplace I could go that you wouldn’t be, O God? If I climb to the sky, you’re there. 
If I go underground, you’re there. If I go as far as I can out of my town and across the world, you 
are there.  
 
Now the person who wrote this song wasn’t really going to climb to the sky or go underground to 
look for God. That was just a way of saying that God created the earth, and so God can be found all 
through nature.  
 
Exploring the outside is one way we can thank God for everything God has made.  
 
Now before you head outside, let’s pray together: 
Dear God, thank you for the earth. Help us be people who will pay attention and take care 
of it.  Amen.  
 
To find the backyard scavenger hunt, visit our website’s faith at home section.  
 
ANTHEM                                                     This Is My Father’s World             
                                                           Offered by Helena Lee 
                                   

SERMON LESSON                                  Psalm 139:1-12 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O LORD, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 

https://crosslanesumc.org/resources-for-worship-at-home/


6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

7 Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 

SERMON RESOURCES 
Brueggemann, W. (1995). The Psalms as Prayer. Found in The Psalms and the Life of Faith. Miller, P. D. 
(Ed.). Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press. p. 34.  

Buber, M. (1947). Tales of the Hasadim: The Early Masters. New York, NY: Schocken Books. p. 212.  

Mays, J. L. (1994). Psalms. Louisville, KY: John Knox Publishers. p. 428 

From "God be in my head" in the Sarum Primer  

 

SERMON                      Land                                      Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

SERMON NOTES 

• Psalm 139 is highly ___________________________.  It appears in all __________ years 

of the Lectionary Cycle.  

• Psalm 139 provides comforting assurance of God's sovereign creation of, and care for, each 

person. It also reminds us of the breadth and depth of _______________________. 

• Today is _________________ Sunday, in which we celebrate our relationship with the land. 

• Everywhere is we go, ___________________ is with us. We know that everywhere we trod, 

_________________ have trod before.  

• The land on which we live is ______________________, and our calling is to: 

o Change _____________________ 



o Know the ____________________________ of the land we live in 

o Approach the land seeking ______________________ and giving 

__________________ 

 
We are talking in this season about surrendering to God by being in nature. Our relationship 
with the land demands that we surrender our will, and instead seek the God’s will for the 
land. What do you know about the land you live on? Who else has stewarded the land? What 
steps will you take to discern God’s will for the land? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
SENDING SONG                               Everything Cries Holy                               
                  Offered by The Early Worship Band 
                                                                                                                                                      
BENEDICTION 
Go forth to care for on another, to care for yourselves, to care for all of creation. Amen. 
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