
August 30, 2020 
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER: 
O God, walk in front of us that we may follow you toward the death that leads to life. Amen.  
 
PRELUDE         This is My Story                                Offered by Helena Lee  
                                                                                                                             
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
The Bible story today comes from Matthew. Matthew is one of the four books we call a gospel. 
Gospels are stories about Jesus’s life.  
 
In today’s story, Jesus asks his disciples to follow him and do what he does.  His friend Peter even 
asks, “are you sure we can do what you do; you’re special”.  Jesus answers “yes”. Because even 
though Jesus is God, what made him so special was the ordinary stuff he did with love and 
compassion.  
 
He fed people who were hungry and he visited people who were lonely and he listened to people no 
one else listened to. Maybe this week you and your favorite grown up can read a story about Jesus 
and think of some ways that you can do the things Jesus did. 
 
One way you can be like Jesus this week is to remember to give out of your extra. Remember we are making change 
holders in your houses to send money for important work and supplies all over the world through UMCOR. Keep 
putting your spare change and we’ll collect it all in the middle of September.  
 
Now, let’s pray.  
Dear God, help us to do the things Jesus did. Amen.   
 
ANTHEM                                                     Down to the River                                       by Doug Seegers 

                                                                      adapted by The Early Worship Band 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                   
SERMON LESSON                                  Matthew 16:21-28 
16:21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. 
16:22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must 
never happen to you." 
16:23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 
16:24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 
16:25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will 
find it. 
16:26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will 
they give in return for their life? 
16:27 "For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 
16:28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom." 
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SERMON         Toward the Cross, Toward the Call           Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

 
SERMON NOTES 

• In this scripture it seems like Peter wants to save Jesus, but based on Jesus’s 

_______________, Peter has other motivations. 

• Jesus’s kingdom will not come into power by taking it from the __________________.  

• Jesus wants his disciples to follow him, which he expresses by saying, “Take up your 

_________________ and follow me.  

• Bishop __________________ ____________________ provides an example of what it 
means to take up the cross, and follow the call of discipleship.  
 
If you are in a situation you never imagined your would be in, or if things are feeling totally 
out of control, you may be in a moment of call. Do not minimalize it or give into darker 
sources. Meditate on the person God is calling you to be. 
 
 Is there a way for you use your experience to speak out against injustice? What truth can 
you tell out of your experience that might liberate someone else? Who is the world crucifying 
these days, what is your obligation of compassion to them? Write down two ways you are 
being called. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
SENDING SONG                               Great is Thy Faithfulness                              UMH #140   
                                                                                                                                                      
BENEDICTION 
Go forth toward the call, toward the cross, toward life. Amen. 
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