
August 23, 2020 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER: 
O God, may you reveal yourself to us as you revealed yourself to Peter. You are the creator, the 
redeemer, the sustainer. Make us a people ready to say your name. Amen.  
 
PRELUDE         I Am Thine, O Lord             
                             Offered by Justin Valleau and Laura Rhodes 
                                                                      
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
The Bible story today comes from Matthew. Matthew is one of the four books we call a gospel. 
Gospels are stories about Jesus’s life.  
 
In today’s story, Jesus asks his disciples how they will introduce him to the people in the next town. 
He’s heard some folks call him a teacher, and some folks call him a pastor. But he wants the name 
his disciples use to mean something—to tell a little bit about where he is from and who he is.  
 
Peter says, you are Jesus the King. Jesus is glad that Peter knows who Jesus is. He is the king—from 
heaven, the one who will teach us to love God and our neighbors perfectly. 
 
Jesus has a lot of nicknames in the Bible. This week, I’d like you to see if you and one of your 
favorite grown-ups can find two other names for Jesus. If you want to send me a message on 
Facebook or through my email to tell me which names you’ve found, you can find me on the church 
website.  
 
And don’t forget, last week we talked about making change holders in your houses to send to 
UMCOR. Keep putting your spare change and we’ll collect it all in the middle of September.  
 
Now, let’s pray.  
Dear God, help us remember your name and everything it means. Amen.   
 
ANTHEM                                                 Worldwide Beautiful                                        by Kane Brown 

                                                                      adapted by The Early Worship Band 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                   
SERMON LESSON                                  Matthew 16:13-20 
16:13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?" 
16:14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets." 
16:15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 
16:17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. 
16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 



bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 
16:20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
 
SERMON RESOURCES 
Keener, C. S. (2009). The gospel of Matthew: A socio-rhetorical commentary. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Co. (pp. 423-430). 
 
Witherington III, B. (2006.) Smyth and Helwys Bible commentary. Macon, Georgia: Smyth & Helwys 

Publishing, Inc. (pp. 308-315). 
 

SERMON                 Who Jesus Is                               Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

 
SERMON NOTES 

• Matthew’s gospel begins with a genealogy to point to Jesus’s _______________ and 

______________.  

• The end of Matthew’s gospel shows Jesus giving his identity and authority to his 

__________________.  

• Jesus wants his disciples to be clear about the mission because his work will be theirs after 

the resurrection. So he asks them a question: ___________________________________? 

• Then he gets more specific and asks the disciples: ________________________________?  
 

• ______________________ answers first. 

This scripture prompts testimony. When did you first learn who Jesus is? Who taught you?  
 
What do you actions and words tell people about Jesus now? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
In response to our sermon we will hear another offering of music.  

During the closing hymn, if you feel compelled to respond the word of God by  

Offering your prayer requests you can do so by emailing Jerry Meadows at jwmead@frontier.com or 
on Sunday mornings from 8:00am-11am you can text your prayer requests to be prayed over at the 
Sermon on the Sidewalk, find those details on the website or in the Daily Digest. 

If you want to respond to the word of God by giving a financial gift there are several ways to fulfill 
that desire. 

1. You can give with text-to-give by texting 844-945-2957 with the amount you want to give 
and then registering with the link sent to your phone.  

2. You can also download the giveplus app on our phone or tablet to give with credit/debit 
cards or e-check. 

Visit our website crosslanesumc.org to utilize these tools and to find all the information. 

SENDING SONG                                       How Great Thou Art                                   
                                                                                                                                                      
BENEDICTION 
Go forth proclaiming the name of Christ in all you say and do. Amen. 
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