
July 26 2020 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER: 
Gracious God, you are grace-filled and faithful. You love us in spite of our shortcomings and you 
travel with us in our seasons of transition. Like you did for our ancestor Jacob, carry us today 
whatever joy and sorrow may come. Amen.   
 
PRELUDE                 I’ll Fly Away             
                                        Offered by The Early Worship Band 
                                                                      
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
Dear God, help us keep on trying. Be with us as we practice and remember new things. 
Amen.  
 
ANTHEM                                             Bridge Over Troubled Water                by Simon & Garfunkel 

                                                         adapted by Deanna Taylor and Justin Valleau 
 
SERMON LESSON                                  Genesis 29:15-28 
29:15 Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?" 
29:16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger 
was Rachel. 
29:17 Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 
29:18 Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter 
Rachel." 
29:19 Laban said, "It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; 
stay with me." 
29:20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the 
love he had for her. 
29:21 Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is 
completed." 
29:22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 
29:23 But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 
29:24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 
29:25 When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to 
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?" 
29:26 Laban said, "This is not done in our country--giving the younger before the firstborn. 
29:27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me 
another seven years." 
29:28 Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 
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SERMON                     The God of Jacob: Abides      Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 

 
SERMON NOTES 

• The first five books of the Bible are called the _________________.  

• The Torah tells the story of the beginning of God’s relationship with _________________.  

• In the Torah we hear how God plans to rescue humanity through the family of 

_________________.  

• Jacob agrees to work seven years for Rachel’s bride price, but on the night of the marriage 

feast he is tricked into being with ____________.  

• Jacob agrees to ______________ years work to marry Rachel the next week.  
 

• Jacob’s best efforts and God’s promise did save him from great __________________.  

• The God of Jacob does not lift the chosen out of sorrow, but lovingly ________________ 

with them in sorrow. 

 
In the sermon, I suggest that God is able to transform our suffering into greater compassion. 
Over what have you felt grief or sorrow during the pandemic? How can your feelings help 
you love God and neighbor in the next few days?  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Feel free to share your responses with Pastor Krysta at crosslanesumc@gmail.com or by using these 
hashtags on social media #wearethechurchtogether #hoperises  #crosslanesumc  
 
During the last song, if you feel compelled to respond the word of God 

• By offering your prayer requests:  
o email Jerry Meadows at jwmead@frontier.com to include your prayers in the Daily Digest 

mailto:crosslanesumc@gmail.com
mailto:jwmead@frontier.com


o or on Sunday mornings from 8:00am-11:00am you can text your prayer concerns through our digital prayer 
room by texting “krystarexrod127” to # 37607 (after you text to get into the room you will receive 
confirmation and can text your prayer request) 
 

• Or by giving a financial gift you can visit our website where you will find several ways to give.  
1. You can give with text-to-give by texting 844-945-2957 with the amount you want to give and then 

registering with the link sent to your phone.  
2. You can also download the GivePlus app on our phone or tablet to give with credit/debit cards or e-check. 
3. If you would like to set an ACH transfer, call our office at 304-776-3081  
4. Or to mail your gift to CLUMC at 5320 Frontier Dr; Cross Lanes, WV 25313 

Visit crosslanesumc.org to learn more about ways to give. 

 
SENDING SONG                        God Whose Love Is Reigning O’er Us           UMH #100, v. 3
                                                                                                                                                        
BENEDICTION 
Go forth with assurance that the God of Jacob—the one who accompanies us in confusion and 
sorrow—is our God too. In the name of God, the Father; God, the Son; and God, the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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