
Virtual Worship 
May 24, 2020 

Ascension 
 

PRELUDE     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   UMH #139 
                                                                          
 
OPENING PRAYER: 
Loving God, thank you for making us a part of your story of grace and forgiveness. Help us tell this 
story to the world. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
The Bible is a true story about God’s love for people. In the book all the stories about ways God has 
tried to introduce himself to people, how God takes care of people, and how God teaches people.  
 
The best part is, even though this story does have a last page, it keeps going.  
 
It’s a story that we are a part of because we have agreed to read this book together and come to 
church together and help each other learn about Jesus and share Jesus with others. We agreed to 
watch out for each other and take care of each other.  
 
I love stories, but this is my favorite one. And I hope as you read it at home it becomes your favorite 
too. If you don’t have a Bible at home with lots of great pictures. Let me know at by having a grown 
up send an email to crosslanesumc@gmail.com and I’ll send one to you.  
 
Dear God, thank you for the story of your love. Help us learn it and live it. Amen.  
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON     Luke 24:44-53 
24:44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you--that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 
 
24:45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
 
24:46 and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead 
on the third day, 
 
24:47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 
 
24:48 You are witnesses of these things. 
 
24:49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high." 
 
24:50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
 
24:51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
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24:52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
 
24:53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
 
ANTHEM                  93 Million Miles  

                                                                 offered by the Early Worship Band 
                           written and originally recorded by Jason Mraz 

 
SERMON                     Witness                         Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 
 
 
SERMON NOTES 
According to the gospels, Jesus appeared for ________________ days before ascension.  

If the disciples are our best example, ____________________ is part of discovery and encounter 

with God.  

Before Jesus ascends he does two things.  

• He again promises to send the ___________________     ___________________. 

• He tells the disciples they are ____________________.  

That’s a powerful reminder to all of us. We are ________________________, too. 

 
God’s ______________ has been revealed to us; we can’t unencounter God.  

 
Witnessing is not optional. It’s __________ ___________ ___________.  
 

We are witnesses to God’s glory, grace, and forgiveness. We know the story of life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit rests on us, and so everything we do and say is a 
witness to who we think God is and what God is about.  

You don’t have to have God all figured out, and you don’t have to be living in a perfect season to 
share your testimony. Embrace the difficult seasons and the bad days, embrace your struggle as part 
of your story. God is with you through it all.  

What is one way you can share the story of God’s grace in your life this week? Some questions to get 
you thinking: 

• Do you have a neighbor who could use a home cooked meal?  

• Are you in a conflict you can begin to repair?  

• Are there ways you’ve been neglecting your own health during the pandemic? What is one 
thing you can do to take better care of yourself?  



• Is there someone whom you can thank with a card this week? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SENDING HYMN    I Love to Tell the Story        

          United Methodist Hymnal 156, available on screen 
               
 
BENEDICTION 
Go forth to be a witness of God’s grace, forgiveness, and love.   Amen.  

 
 

 

As we receive this offering of music, you are also encouraged to pray: what God requires of my 
time, my talent, and my treasure?  

To give a financial gift to the transformative ministries of Cross Lanes United Methodist Church, 
give electronically on our website under the “give” tab, call our office at 304-776-3081 to set up 
recurring giving, or mail a check to us at 5320 Frontier Dr. Cross Lanes WV 25313. 

 


