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PRELUDE     Spirit of the Living God    UMH #393 
                                                                          
 
OPENING PRAYER: 
Loving God, thank you for sending the Companion who makes us one with you and one with each 
other. Fill the space between us today and make us whole. We are not alone, thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  
The story today comes from the Gospel of John, which is one of four books we call a gospel in the 
New Testament. Gospels are stories about Jesus’s life. 

In this story Jesus is telling his friends that he will always be there to comfort them.  

Comfort is a big word that means feeling better when you are sad or frustrated or mad.  

Comforting ourselves, with God’s help, is an important part of growing up.  

Prayer: God thank you for being with us no matter what we are feeling. Amen.  

 

This week:  

• Help the kids in your life practice naming feelings. 

• Try making different faces and asking them to guess how you are feeling.  

 
GOSPEL LESSON 
John 14:15-21 
14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
 
14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
 
14:17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
14:18 "I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
 
14:19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. 
 
14:20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
 
14:21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them." 
 
 
ANTHEM                  Get Together  

                                                                 offered by the Early Worship Band 
                written and originally recorded by Jesse Colin Young 



 
SERMON           More Than A Phrase                Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe 
 
SERMON RESOURCES: 
Lewis, K. M. (2014). Fortress Biblical preaching commentaries: John. (pp. 190-194). Fortress Press.  
  
Reinhartz, A. (2017).  The Gospel of John.  In Levine, A. J. (Ed.) The Jewish annotated New Testament. 

(2nd ed., pp. 198-204). Oxford University Press.  
 
 
SERMON NOTES 
God’s ____________________ cannot be diminished and God’s presence cannot be 

___________________. 

Jesus anticipated how his disciples would grieve his absence, so Jesus made them a 

____________________.  

He would not leave them _________________________. Instead, the Holy Spirit would descend 

on them.  

The word used to describe the Holy Spirit in this passage in the Greek is paraclete which comes from 

two words:  para meaning _______________________ and kaleo meaning 

______________________________.  

 
The Holy Spirit is more than an acquaintance; the Holy Spirit is a __________________ and 

____________ companion.  

 
The Holy Spirit ___________________ the space between us.  
 

 Even when we cannot be together, we are one body and as a body we are connecting in many 
important ways—through phone trees and emails; through online worship and our zoom fellowship 
hour. If you are not yet finding connection in one of these ways but you would like to: contact me at 
crosslanesumc@gmail.com or visit our website for information about our community at 
crosslanesumc.org  The point is: you don’t have to do this alone. 

Make a plan to reach out to two other people and offer the promise of accompaniment.  

Who will I call? How can I offer to come alongside them? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

mailto:crosslanesumc@gmail.com
http://crosslanesumc.org/


 
 
SENDING HYMN                         offered by Deanna Taylor 
               

 
BENEDICTION 
You are not alone. God is with us.   Amen.  
 

 

 

As we receive this offering of music, you are also encouraged to pray: what God requires of my 
time, my talent, and my treasure?  

To give a financial gift to the transformative ministries of Cross Lanes United Methodist Church, 
give electronically on our website under the “give” tab, call our office at 304-776-3081 to set up 
recurring giving, or mail a check to us at 5320 Frontier Dr. Cross Lanes WV 25313. 

 


