
Good Friday: A Virtual Vigil 
A Holy Week Service in 2020 

 
ENTRANCE 

Worship Notes are in italics. 
 
You may want to prepare yourself for this service by finding a quiet place. You may want your Bible to follow the 
passion story. If you have a candle, light it to represent the ten candles used in the reproaches.  
 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE PASSION STORY,    Pastor Krysta Rexrode Wolfe  

The Passion of Jesus the Christ according to John 18-19 
 
Notes to follow along: 
 
Today is Good Friday when we turn toward and not away from ________________.  
 
Jesus identifies himself as God by calling himself _______________________. 
 
Jesus has ___________________ to help carry the cross in the Gospel of John. 
 
Jesus is crucified not on a hill overlooking the sunset, but in _______________________. 
 
Jesus is buried by ____________________ and ________________________. 
 
Today is Good Friday. It is a day we do the really hard thing of turning toward and not away from 
suffering.  
 
It seems even those closest to Jesus are capable of extraordinary failure of covenant. It also seems those who might not 
appear to be heroes are capable of extraordinary faithfulness. And all along the way, Jesus is Lord. Jesus witnessed to 
the soldiers. Jesus directs his trial. Jesus carries his own cross. While the empire thinks they have divided Jesus’s family 
he’s on the cross putting it back together again, “woman here is your son”. Joseph and Nicodemus, both secret disciples 
slow to show public support are now empowered in new ways as they prepare Jesus’s body. 
 
Whether you find yourself like a disciple today failing to get it right because you just can’t get past the isolation and 
fear or like Joseph and Nicodemus who find a new boldness in times or duress, pay attention to Jesus in him there is 
hope because he bound humanity to God in a new way. So that there is nothing—not even death—which can separate 
us from God’s love. We take this day to look toward instead of away from suffering. To look toward instead of away 
from our failures to keep covenant, to look for opportunities to show new boldness in times of duress, and to trust that 
in the end God is still God. 
 
One of the ways we look toward our hope in Christ is to share in the reproaches of Christ. The reproaches are a 
spiritual discipline which leads participants into darkness where disciples can process the love of God and the power of 
the cross. 
 

MEDITATION AT THE CROSS 
The reproaches of Christ are a series of lamentations or sorrows as God recalls the history of his people and all the 
times they have gotten it wrong. These reproaches are normally followed by a response from the people. Today as you 



watch from home, there will be a period of silence following each reproach. I encourage you to respond in spirit, “My 
Lord, and my God.” 
 
THE REPROACHES: CHRIST'S LAMENT AGAINST HIS FAITHLESS CHURCH 
1) O my people, O my Church, 
what have I done to you, or in what have I offended you? 
I led you forth from the land of Egypt 
and delivered you by the waters of baptism, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
A brief silence follows. 
 
2) I led you through the desert forty years and fed you with manna; 
I brought you through times of persecution and of renewal 
and gave you my body, the bread of heaven; 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
3) I made you branches of my vineyard 
and gave you the water of salvation, 
but when I was thirsty you gave me vinegar and gall 
and pierced with a spear the side of your Savior.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
4) I went before you in a pillar of cloud, 
but you have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate. 
I brought you to a land of freedom and prosperity, 
but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
5) I gave you a royal scepter, and bestowed the keys to the kingdom, 
but you have given me a crown of thorns. 
I raised you on high with great power, 
but you have hanged me on the cross.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
6) My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, 
and washed your feet as a servant, 
but you draw the sword to strike in my name 
and seek high places in my kingdom.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
7) I accepted the cup of suffering and death for your sakes, 
but you scatter and deny and abandon me. 
I sent the Spirit of truth to lead you, 
but you close your hearts to guidance.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
8) I called you to go and bring forth fruit, 
but you cast lots for my clothing. 



I prayed that you all may be one, 
but you continue to quarrel and divide.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
9) I grafted you into the tree of my chosen people Israel, 
but you turned on them with persecution and mass murder. 
I made you joint heirs with them of my covenants, 
but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt.  
A brief silence follows. 
 
10) I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters. 
I was hungry but you gave me no food, 
thirsty but you gave me no drink. 
I was a stranger but you did not welcome me, 
naked but you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison but you did not visit me.  
A brief silence follows.  
Blow out the candle you are using at home and be still in the silence to receive the Lenten Hymn.  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER *  
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LENTEN HYMN,                    “Were You There”        offered by Director of Music, Justin Valleau 
 
There will be no benediction this evening. Death does not have the last word. Join us again Easter morning by going to 
crosslanesumc.org to continue our observance of Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. 
 


